
 

 

at the Macon County 

Proclamation signing.  

 I also received an award 

at the Macon County 

Proclamation signing. It 

is so gratifying to be rec-

ognized for hard work.  

  Our staff is excellent.  

Shalverri Stinson, our 

Administration Assistant 

deserves an award.  She 

has worked tirelessly in 

the transition from 

Emilyn as director to me.  

 I honestly do not know 

what I would do without 

her.  J. Cleone Brock 

Dear Friends, 
It has been a busy and 

wonderful spring.  The 

State Department of DHR 

sent nine of our members 

to The National Sympo-

sium of Child Abuse in 

Huntsville.  Five mem-

bers of our MDT team in 

Lee County and four 

members of our team in 

Macon County got to go 

and participate in this 

excellent learning         

experience. 

Emilyn Gipson our past 

Director was recognized 

for outstanding service to 

the children of Lee 

County at the Child 

Abuse Prevention Month 

Proclamation signing.  

The staff at the CAC was 

tasked with bestowing 

that honor on someone.  

We could not find a more 

worthy candidate.  Alice 

Reid, our Forensic Inter-

viewer received an award 

The 2009 òFun- Raiseró 

and Silent Auction is just 

around the corner. Many 

items are already coming 

in for the auction.  

 

 We have a Disney World 

package, tickets to a 

Montgomery Biscuits 

game with the privilege of 

throwing out the game 

ball, Shakespeare tickets, 

beautiful pottery by local 

artisans, and much more!  

Last year, thanks to the 

generous contributions of 

our local merchants and 

friends and to those who 

came and participated in 

the Silent Auction, we 

raised over $20,000. We 

hope to surpass that 

amount this year.  

 

Our òToast of the Townó 

honoree will be Auburn 

Universityõs Athletics    

Director, Jay Jacobs. Who 

will raise a toast to Jay? 

It will be fun to see who 

our mystery guests will 

be. We anticipate a fun 

evening for all!  

 

Tables of ten can be     

purchased for $500, or       

individual tickets for $50 

each. Better reserve now, 

as this is sure to be a sell 

out!  

 

For tickets and other    

information, please call  

334-705-0770. 

 

J. Cleone Brock  

From the Directorõs Desk 
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S P E C I A L  

T H A N K S :  

Lily & Gracie 

Van Dyke  

The Suzanna 

Wesley Cir-

cle of Auburn 

United  

Methodist 

Church  

Susan Riddle 

of  Four Sea-

sons Federal 

Credit Union  

Kiwanis Club 

of Auburn  

W. James 

Samford Jr. 

Foundation  

Small Voices 



 

òAlthough, my first 

dream was to 

become a writer, I 

chose this field 

because I knew 

that it would allow 

me to help others, 

specifically victims 

of violent crimes.ó- 

Kalia  

Macon County News  

Macon County         

Proclamation Signing  

. . . And Justice For ALL 
until my grandmother was  

diagnosed with Dementia.  I 

moved back home to care for 

her.  Thatõs when I accepted  a 

job with the District Attorneyõs 

Office here in Macon County. 

 

Why did you choose this 

field:  Although my first dream 

was to become a writer, I 

chose this field because I knew 

that it would allow me to help 

others, specifically victims of 

violent crimes.  My grand-

mother was raped when she 

was 72.  I was a Senior in    

college.  I knew then that my   

career would be dedicated to 

protecting the rights of victims. 

 

Why do you like (or not 

like) your job:  I like my job 

because it allows me to seek 

justice for those who are    

unable to seek justice for  

themselves. I like my job     

because I like people and this 

job allows me to meet people 

from all walks of life. 

 

...And your relationship 

with the CAC:  It is a benefit.  

We have to work together.  

The DAõs office would not be 

able to prosecute/protect the 

rights of children in Macon 

County without the CAC.  Iõve 

worked with a CAC in 

Dothan, so I know about the 

benefits. 

 

What do you hope to 

accomplish:  I hope that 

when God calls me home 

that I am at peace with the 

service that I have provided 

to the people that I have 

come in contact with 

throughout my lifetime.  I 

hope that the love and   

dedication that my Grand-

mother gave to me, as I  

blossomed from a child into 

a woman is reflective of the 

work that I have given back 

to my family, my community, 

and those who depended on 

me in their time of need.  

 

[So you ask] what do I hope 

to accomplish? [I hope to 

accomplish]  truth, justice, 

and the knowledge that the 

choices I make are unselfish 

and  beneficial to all.  

Kalia Lane  

Macon County Assistant 

District Attorney 

 

Kalia Lane has been in the 

DAõs office for four years now.  

She grew up in Tuskegee 

living with her grandmother 

from the time she was twelve.   

 

Where did you go to 

school:  I attended a 

boarding college prepara-

tory school in Atlanta 

called Woodward Academy 

where I graduated in 1987; 

I then went to Spelman 

College where I majored in 

English and obtained a B.A. 

degree in 1991.  I graduated 

from the University of  

Alabama School of Law in 

Tuscaloosa in 1994. 

 

Past Experiences:  When 

I graduated from law 

school, I became a Deputy 

District Attorney in Mont-

gomery County, Alabama, 

where I worked with Ellen 

Brooks.  I  left the DAõs 

Office to become Assistant 

City Attorney in Dothan, 

Alabama.  Following my 

term with the City of 

Dothan, I went into private 

practice where I stayed 
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Staff and Board of Directors 

The Board: 

Ron Anders, Jr.   

Dr. Linda Anz  

Carlyn Tucker -Simmons  

Capt. James Major  

Pastor Roy Copeland  

Wesley McCollum  

Mark Chambers  

Sharonda Pettaway  

Julia OõNeil Pipes 

Judy Van Dyke 

Betty Pridmore  

Kenneth E. Gibbs  

Ben Taylor  

Vertrina Grubbs  

Tom Smith  

Gaye Hagan 

Kathy Buck  

Gina Ivey          

Lisa Kelley  

Beth Vaughn  

 Sendena Stewart:  2009 Recipient of Alabamaõs National  

Child Advocacy Centersõ Diversity Award 
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Sendena Stewart was born and raised in Rock-

ford, IL, where she graduated from Auburn 

Senior High School. It was there that she was 

encouraged by her fellow teachers to attend 

Tuskegee University. Ms. Stewart enrolled in 

Tuskegee University the fall of 1996. Four 

years later, she received a B.A in Psychology.  

Ms. Stewart remained in Tuskegee, AL. after 

completing undergraduate school. She later 

obtained her Master's degree in General 

Counseling from Alabama State University, 

Montgomery, AL.  Currently she is pursuing 

her LPC at Alabama State University. 

 

Ms. Stewart has always been a compassionate 

person dedicated to serving others in need. 

While working at Macon County DHR, she 

noticed how families where affected by abuse 

and broken homes.  Therefore, she decided to 

focus her counseling efforts toward preven-

tion.  Since Ms. Stewart has made Tuskegee, 

AL her home she ultimately wants to open a 

community center which will assist in         

rehabilitating abuse victims and their children. 

 

Ms. Stewart spends her free time by           

volunteering with Tuskegee Veterans Clinic, & 

Divine Inspiration Church where she assists in 

providing group counseling to those who suffer 

from substance abuse. Ms. Stewart is also a 

member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority where 

she is an active member and volunteers with 

community based programs sponsored by the 

sorority. 

    

Ms. Sendena Stewart is currently our graduate 

student intern working out of our Macon County 

satellite office on Dibble Street. 

 

 

Nearly 70% of all reported 

sexual assaults (including 

assaults on adults) occur to 

children ages 17 and under 

An estimated 39 million 

survivors of childhood sex-

ual abuse exist in America 

today 

Even within the walls of 

their own homes, children 

are at risk for sexual abuse  

30-40% of victims are 

Note:  The statistical data indicated 

here was obtained from the website 

www.darkness2light.org. 

 

The statistics are shocking  

1 in 4 girls is sexually 

abused before the age of 18 

1 in 6 boys is sexually 

abused before the age of 18 

1 in 5 children are solicited 

sexually while on the  

      internet 

abused by a family member. 

Another 50% are abused by 

someone outside of the 

family whom they know 

and trust 

Approximately 40% are 

abused by older or larger 

children whom they 

know 

Therefore, only 10% are 

abused by strangers 

Why We Do What We Do 

Children are our most pre-

cious & valuable resource.  It 

is our responsibility to protect 

them.  

The Staff: 

Cleone Brock ð  

Executive  Director 

Shalverri Stinson ð 

Administrative        

Assistant & Family  

Advocate 

Alice Reidð  

Forensic  Interviewer 

 

Emilyn Gipson ð 

Director of  

Development 
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Balloons are released to 

represent children who 

have died that year  due 

to abuse.  

Lee County:  And the Honorees are... 

Macon County:  The Award Goes To... 

2009 National Child Abuse Awareness & Prevention Month 

In April, the CAC  

participated in two 

awareness raising 

events for this yearõs 

National Child Abuse 

and Awareness Month.  

 

Opelika and Auburn 

held one on April 7 th  at 

Family and Childrenõs 

Services a division of 

East Alabama Mental 

Health.  The Mayor of 

Auburn, Bill Ham, the 

Mayor of Opelika, Gary 

Fuller and Lee County 

Probate Judge Bill Eng-

lish, were all in atten-

dance to bring      

awareness to this very 

important cause.  

 

Macon County held 

their event at Macon 

County DHR on April 

13th  with Tuskegee 

Mayor, Omar Neal, in 

attendance.  

 

 In both locations, a  

balloon release signified 

all the children that had 

lost their lives in      

Alabama to child abuse 

and neglect.  

Mrs. Alice Reid ð Forensic                                               

Interviewer, Child Advocacy Center  

Mrs. Cleone Brock ð Executive 

 Director, Child Advocacy Center 

  

Macon Countyõs Department of Human 

resources presented these peo-

ple with awards during their 

Proclamation signing. 

Honorable Judge Ford -

Family Court 

Ms. Kalia Laneð Assistant 

District Attorney 

                                               

              

Child Care Resource Center ð 

Becky Benton 

 

Child Advocacy Center ð  

Emilyn Gipson 

 

Boysõ & Girlsõ Club of Greater 

Lee County ð Shereka Hardaway 

 

The following Agencies presented these 

people with awards in honor of the Na-

tional Child Abuse and Prevention 

Month. 

Lee County Youth Develop-

ment Center ð Mr. Ozell Preston 

 

Department of Human  

Resources-Beth Smith 

 

                                            

Friends & 

Citizens of 

Macon 

County dur-

ing  their 

Proclamation 

Signing 

 

òNo one who 

achieves 

success does so 

without 

acknowledging 

the help of 

others.  The 

wise and 

confident 

acknowledge 

this help with 

gratitudeó 

 

- Author 

Unknown 



Kappa Sigma Fraternity  Supports the CAC   
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On February 14th,  Kappa Sigma 

Fraternity came as part of Auburn 

Universityõs òBig Eventó commu-

nity project event and worked at 

the CAC.  

 According to Auburnõs website, 

the Big Event is a project that 

started at Texas A&M University 

in order to give back to its sur-

rounding community.  It ex-

panded to many universities 

across the country, including Au-

burn University in 2003.  This 

newest tradition offers the op-

portunity for the University  to 

give back to the communities of 

Auburn and Opelika.   

Kappa Sigma Fraternity pres-

sure washed the front of the 

building, trimmed the crepe 

myrtles, organized a closet and 

pulled up five bushes that were 

either dead or about to be 

dead.  During their visit, they  

expressed an interest in 

òadoptingó the CAC.  They 

were interested in coming once 

a month to do yard work and 

any other tasks.   

  To date: the Fraternity has 

òadoptedó us.  Each month, we 

look forward to having some 

willing and able YOUNG people 

to climb ladders and change 

light bulbs!  Thanks, guys!   

 

Rep. & Mrs. Mike Hubbard 

Mr. & Mrs. Wes McCollum 

Opelika-Auburn News 

Julia OõNeil Pipes 

Rev. & Mrs. Clifford  Jones 

Mr. & Mrs. Don Machen 

Colleen Alsobrook 

Cash Donation:  

Lily & Gracie Van Dyke 

Capital Campaign :  

Mayor Bill Ham 

Frances Sanda 

Johanna Flowers 

Gene & Carol Bramlett 

David Housel 

Beth Vaughn 

John & Margaret Plumb 

Dr.  & Mrs. Murray Adams 

Annual Campaign:  

JF Smith Group 

Anz Family Foundation, 

Inc. 

In-Kind Donation:  

AUMC Suzanna Wesley 

Circle 

Auburn Citizensõ Public Safety 

Academy Alumni Association 

On behalf of the 

Board of Directors, 

the staff, and most im-

portantly,  the  

children.  .  .   

 

We Thank You! In kind and cash dona-

tions help to support 

services provided for 

children and their non-

offending caregivers 

whose lives have been 

impacted by abuse.  

Our Supporters 

Cash Donations 

January 1st through May 5, 2009 

Thanks for helping us provide 

a place where children can 

feel safe.   

òOneõs philosophy 

is not best 

expressed in words; 

it is expressed in 

the choices one 

makesé & the 

choices we make 

are ultimately our 

responsibility.ó- 

Eleanor Roosevelt 

The CACõs new sign. 


