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Dear Friends, 
Our 6 th  Annual Toast of the Town was a great success this past July.  Our honoree was 

Jay Jacobs, the Athletic Director at Auburn University.  We had a great crowd that were 

very much entertained by the roasting and toasting of Jay by Wayne Hall, Chette Wil-

liams, David Housel and Pat Dye.   

We all learned a few surprising things about Jay when he was in college.  I wonõt repeat 

them here; you should have been there so you could know too!   

Jayõs sweet girls, Haley, Megan and Jayne also spoke about their dad. We saw a few 

tears in Jayõs eyes as he listened to his children who think he is the best dad ever. 

We have already started planning next yearõs Toast of the Town.  I am pleased to        

announce that Sherriff Jay Jones has already agreed to be our honoree! I am sure that 

this will be a very lively event.  I know that you will not want to miss it.  

Our annual campaign brochure is almost ready. We will start our fund drive in           

November.  Our advocate, Jay Jacobs and his family graciously decided to join us in    

asking for contributions to the CAC.  You will find a picture of the Jacobõs family in our 

brochure along with a heart felt letter.   

We are excited about what this next year will bring.  

        J. Cleone Brock 
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ò I donõt want my 

clients to feel that 

the Department of 

Human Resources is 

bad.  I want my 

clients to feel at ease 

and know that I am 

there to help them.ó        

-Shateka  W. Fitch 

Macon County News  

òIf we donõt stand up for children, 

then we donõt stand for much.ó 

ñMarian Wright Edelmann  

Who Will Speak For the Children? 
Another experience  is that my 

father was and currently is a 

cocaine/crack addict.  I love 

him despite the fact he was not 

there for me.  A lot of  children 

that I deal with have parents 

that are on drugs and have to 

depend on other family      

members to take care of them. 

 

Where did you attend 

school?  Alabama State     

University.  I am currently 

working on my Masters in   

Substance Abuse Counseling. 

 

Why did you choose this 

field?  I have always had a  

desire to work with families. 

 

What inspires you to 

continue to show up for 

work?  My co-workers,     

leadership in supervision, and 

different people that I interact 

with on a daily basis. 

 

How do you see your 

relationship with the 

Child Advocacy Center 

(CAC)?  I feel that I have an 

outstanding relationship with 

the CAC. The CAC has made 

it possible for criminals to be 

prosecuted.       

 

 

           

In your current           

position, what do you 

hope to accomplish?  I 

hope to accomplish that I can 

be a counselor for my families.  

I donõt want my clients to feel  

the Department of Human 

Resources is bad.  I want my 

clients to feel at ease and 

know  I am there to help 

them.  

 

Please share with our 

readers your most     

favorable quote?  My     

favorite quote is ò. . . more 

than qualifiedó.  This quote 

was created by me.  I tell         

juveniles that to let them 

know they can overcome any-

thing and be more than what 

other people have stereo-

typed them to be.  

 

If you feel that you are more 

than qualified, then you have a 

higher level of achievement and 

motivation.        

Shateka W. Fitch  

Macon County Social Worker 

 

 

How long have you 

been employed in your 

current position?  

I have been employed with 

Macon County Department 

of Human Resources for 

over 2 years. 

 

What past experiences 

led you to where/who 

you are today?  One of 

my past experiences that has 

led me to become the per-

son I am today happened 

from kindergarten to the 4th 

grade;  I was molested by my 

cousin.  The experience   

allowed me to become 

stronger as a woman and 

gave me a lot of  insight on 

what children have to deal 

with. 
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Board of Directors & Staff 

The Board (New Members) 

Dr. Charles Greenleaf  

Mark Chambers   

Sharonda Pettaway  

Dr. Linda Anz  

Carlyn Tucker -Simmons  

Henrietta Snipes  

Capt. James Major  

Wesley McCollum  

Yarbi Cound  

Sara Cox  

Julia  Pipes 

Judy Van Dyke 

Tina Rabren  

Lola H. White  

Ben Taylor  

Kenneth Gibbs  

Tom Smith  

Kathy Buck  

Beth Vaughn  

 Up Close & Personal with Beth Smith 
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ò Beth Smith is one of the hardest working and most 

dedicated social workers that I have had the pleasure of 

working with at the Department of Human Resources.  

She has a heart for every child and family with whom 

she comes in contact..ó  ñAlice Reid, CAC 

 

How long have you been employed in 

your current position?  I began working 

with DHR in January 2006. 

 

What past experiences led you to 

where/who you are today?  The birth of 

my children.  Children are precious gifts and 

we are charged with caring for them until they 

leave our home and sometimes beyond!  I have 

two boysð Greg, 29 and Steven, 27.  Greg is a 

chef & married to a school teacher. 
 

Where did you attend school?   I went 

to Southern Union & Auburn.  I was a        

returning adult student and graduated from 

Auburn in December 2005 with my social 

work degree. 

 

Why did you choose this field?  My 

youngest  son was born with special needs.   

At the time, we were told that he may live 

until the age of 5.  Well at the age of 27, he is 

still going strong; however, someone has to 

care for him 24/7.  During the years of caring 

for Steven, my family came into contact with a 

lot of social workers.  Many of these social 

workers were of enormous help to us and I 

decided that if I had the chance that is what I 

wanted to do. 

 

What inspires you to continue to 

show up for work?  When you see the 

relief on childõs face when they find out that 

they are not going to have to go back to 

where they have been abused... It is some-

times pure torture to hear the ordeal a child 

has gone through, but it is worth it when a 

child hugs you with relief. 

 

How do you see your relationship 

with the Child Advocacy Center 

(CAC)?  I feel the CAC is a vital partner in 

the fight against child abuse.  I enjoy the   

partnership we have with them. 

 

What community organizations, if 

any, are you involved in?  I am active in 

my churchð Pierce Chapel United Methodist. 
 

In your current position, what do 

you hope to accomplish?  If I can help 

children to have a better life, than thatõs an 

accomplishment. 

 

Beth, you are known for your great 

sense of humor.  Would you mind 

sharing with our readers?  Something 

you might not know.  My sonõs wife is named 

Beth which makes two Beth Smiths in our 

family.  I always get pitying looks when I order 

my daughter- in-lawõs birthday cake.  Iõll tell 

them to write, òHappy Birthday, Bethó and 

then tell them Beth is the name of the person 

ordering the cake.  They must be thinking, 

òthat poor woman has to order her own cake.ó 

disclose the experience to 

ANYONE. 

Young victims may not 

recognize their victimiza-

tion as sexual abuse. 

 

Almost 80% initially deny 

abuse or are tentative in 

disclosing.  Of those who 

do disclose, approximately 

75% disclose accidentally.  

Additionally, of those who 

do disclose, more than 20% 

Note:  The statistical data indicated 

here was obtained from the website 

www.darkness2light.org. 

 

Most children donõt tell even 

if they have been asked  

Evidence that a child has 

been sexually abused is not 

always obvious, and many 

children do not report that 

they have been abused. 

 

Over 30% of victims never 

eventually recant even 

though the abuse oc-

curred. 

 

Fabricated sexual abuse 

reports constitute only 

1% to 4% of all reported 

cases.  Of these reports, 

75% are falsely reported 

by adults and 25% are 

reported by children.  

Children only fabricate 

0.5% of the time. 

Why We Do What We Do 

òChildren are the living         

message we send to a time  

we will not see.ó 

      John W. Whitehead 
     The Stealing of American,        

 1963 

The Staff: 

Cleone Brock ð  

Executive  Director 

Shalverri Stinson ð 

Administrative        

Assistant & Family  

Advocate 

Alice Reidð  

Forensic  Interviewer 

 

Emilyn Gipson ð 

Director of  

Development 



purpose of this article to be used as 

a guide.  Please note, it is  possible 

that the signs listed may indicate 

problems that do not involve abuse. 

Physical Abuse 

Unexplained bruises 

Broken bones &  burns 

 Sexual Abuse  

Torn, stained, or bloody   

underwear 

Trouble walking or standing 

STD 

Emotional Abuse  

Speech disorder 

Slowed physical development 

Act too mature or too childish 

for his/her age 

Have difficulty making or  

keeping friends 

Have extreme behavioral 

changes 

 

There is no federal agency that has 

jurisdiction over child abuse cases.  

Instead, your stateõs Child Protective 

Services (CPS) or  local agency han-

dles these type of cases.   

To review Alabamaõs laws on child 

abuse visit website http://

childwelfare.gov.   

This article is an attempt to provide 

clear information on mandated re-

porting.  It is fair to note, anyone may 

report suspected child abuse; how-

ever, mandatory reporters are    

required by law to do so. 

In general, all professionals who work 

with children are considered manda-

tory reporters.  This includes, but not 

limited to, health care professionals, 

social workers, childcare and daycare 

providers, mental health professionals, 

school personnel, and law enforce-

ment officers. 

It is important to pay attention to the 

signs of abuse.  The signs listed below 

are in no means limiting, but for  the 

Neglect  

Poor hygiene 

Slowed physical development, 

or may appear underweight 

Unattended  medical needs 

Little or no supervision at 

home 

The failure to report abuse is    

detrimental to a child; therefore 

many states have civil and /or crimi-

nal penalties for any mandatory 

reporter who knowingly fails to 

report a reasonable suspicion of 

abuse. 

 At the same time, every state has 

some form of immunity statute.  

These statutes insures that anyone 

in ògood faithó  reporting suspected 

abuse will be given immunity from 

criminal or civil liability.  òGood faithó 

means a person may not have defi-

nite proof, but he/she should have a 

reasonable basis to suspect abuse.     
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Schedule of Events  

Oct. 5thð Cleoneõs Birth-

day 

Oct. 12thð Holiday  

Oct. 14thð Board Meeting 

@ Childcare Resource 

Center 

Oct. 14thð Lee County 

MDT 

Oct. 22ndñ Mandated 

Reporting Seminar @ 

Macon Co. Comprehensive 

Health 

Oct. 23rdð Community    

Partners Meeting 

Unlocking the Mysteries of Mandated Reporting 

S M A L L  V O I C E S   V O L .  1    I S S U E  3   

Great opportunities to 

help others seldom 

come, but small ones 

surround us every day.  

ñSally Koch  

OCTOBER 2009  

Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 

Closed  

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Colleen Alsobrook 

Tom Hunt 

Cash Donation:  

Benteler Automotive  

 

Annual Campaign:  

JF Smith Group 

Capital Campaign :  

Steve Harrison 

Johanna Flowers 

John & Margaret Plumb 

Dr.  & Mrs. Murray Adams 

Rep. & Mrs. Mike Hubbard 

Mr. & Mrs. Wes McCollum 

Rev. & Mrs. Clifford  Jones 

Junior League of Lee County 

Auburn Rotary Club 

 

In-Kind Donation:  

Niki Hollingsworth 

 

On behalf of the 

Board of Directors, 

the staff, and most im-

portantly,  the  

children.  .  .   

 

We Thank You! In kind and cash dona-

tions help to support 

services provided for 

children and their non-

offending caregivers 

whose lives have been 

impacted by abuse.  

Our Supporters 

Cash Donations 

May 6th  through September 30th, 2009 

We thank Franziska 

Schwimmer  (shown above) 

&  Benteler Automotive-

for their continued       

support of our center.  

òNo one who 

achieves success 

does so without 

acknowledging the 

help of others.  The 

wise and confident 

acknowledge this 

with gratitude.ó 

-Author Unknown  

The Help Heal Hearts  Kickoff                

Celebration was held at the          

Saugahatchee Country Club on July 

27th, 2009  


